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Dear Regulatot y C ounsel Mem hers,

We have IC\ insect the proposed amendments to the practice Sites (or Public Health Denial
I ly gi tine Pt acti tioners (P1 11)11 Ps) in Pennsy Is ani a and o flèr su ppm t fi ir the proposed additions

As oii knoss. l’cnns> Is ania is considered to be one of the most “niraP’ slates in the nation. ssitli
almost 3.5 million residents us ing in aicas that are designated as rural I he economic, cultural.
social, geographic. and demographic eharacterist its of rural communities are silt lid ently
di ilci cut from those of urbai 1 t ( un mumti es to equ ire sped a) con saim dio ii. Rut a) areas are
chaiacteriied by sparse populations and geographic harners. and by populations that are
generally older, cieker. and pooret than their ut ban counterpai Is. [he demographic, geographic.
economic. and quality of lil’e iscues unique to rural areas can has e a significant impact on the
health status of wi at Penns Ivanians.

F’ ‘pand in g practice local ions to Inc I tide pri sate settings ol hospice and home—bound pat tents,
pi inu y cai e settings (espccially pediatric settings), and childcare scttings ssill mci ease access to
care (or rural residents h e’.panding sen ice deli’, cry sites \lans rural counties are designated
as I )ental I lealth Provider Shortage Areas (I)) IPSAs) I xpanding the aliossable practice sites 11w
P111)1 IPs will permit patients to access pre’. entise dental health semees closer to home. Iras el
to access care and the harriers assoetated sstih such travel ssill be limited to annual dental
examinations and restointive services. Increased access to piesentive dental hygiene set vices
will has e a postil ye impact on the systemic health oCt itt dl residents. Routine pres entis e dental
hygiene care and a hcaIth penodoutnim can decrease the risks associated ssith many systemic
conditions mci ucli og dml,ete’. and cardio asculat disease

I hank you fot sour eon,idcration ofUis comment and please contact us at 814—8i—S2i4 ifou
require additional infiumanon

Sincerely yours,

V.j

Lisa Davis
KeIlt Braun Director and Outreach Associate Professor
Dentil Delivers S stem Coordinator of I iealth Policy and Administration


